SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 1923 


TWO YEARS HAVE GONE BY! IT IS TIME TO STOP CELEBRATING AND TURN TO THE WORK 
STILL TO BE DONE! 
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NOTES OF THE WEEK 


First Woman Named Court Commissioner. 


PPOINTMENT of Miss Anne O’Keefe, clerk in the Superior Court 

of Los Angeles for the past two years, to the position of court com- 

missioner, was announced recently. She will be the first woman in Cali- 
fornia to hold such a post. ; 

The position, one of the most important in the Superior Court, was 
recently left vacant by the resignation of Judge Willis 1..Morrison. Miss 
O’Keefe was selected to fill the vacancy at a meeting of the judges of the 
Superior Court Tuesday night. She -will assume her new duties at once. 

Miss O’Keefe possesses legal training and her competence and affa- 
bility as court clerk caused the judges of the court to set precedent aside 
and select her for a position which heretofore had always been filled by a 
man, it was stated. Her duties will be to take care of ex parte court 
matters, approve bonds and generally relieve the judges of detail work. 


NSPEAKABLE hardships are being faced by Austrian women who 

are rapidly being replaced by men in the Government employ and 

elsewhere. Already 25,000 dismissals have taken place and to these it is 

predicted 75,000 will be added by June 30. Great numbers of girls in 

Vienna are unemployed and there seems no prospect of their securing 

positions. As usual the excuse is offered that “there are not enough jobs 
to go around and heads of families must be given preference.” 

The. fact that women also have dependents is consistently overlooked. 
Frau Margarete Girardi is making a resolute fight against this wholesale 
dismissal of women, but to little avail. 

All married women teachers in the Tyrol, Vorarlberg, Salzburg, Upper 
Austria, Carinthia and Styria have already been dismissed. 


Feminism Gains In Roumania. 


NDER the leadership of Princess Catacuzene and Mme, Calypso | 


Botez, a talented lawyer, the feminist movement in Roumania is 
making rapid strides. Roumanian women have already won municipal 
rights and several women have been appointed as Municipal Councillors. 


Mme. Zoe Ramniceaunu was elected to the Council by the people. Mlle. . 


Helene Vacaresco has been appointed by the Government as delegate to 
the Assembly of the League of Nations. 

It is hoped that under the new constitution manhood suffrage will be 
extended to universal suffrage and that women and men will be able to 


work together for the re-establishment of peace and: prosperity in Rou- | 


mania. 
Minimum Wage Act To Be Enforced. 


NFORCEMENT in Southern California of the minimum wage law 

for women will proceed, pending an opinion upon the question by 

the State Attorney-General, it was announced by Ethel T. Palmer, local 
representative.of the State Industrial Welfare Commission. 

Miss Palmer’s statement embodied the result of instructions received 

by wire from San Francisco following a meeting there on Thursday of the 


State Committee of the Welfare Commission. 


The representative of the commission from the south at this conference 
was Mrs. Katherine Phillips Edson, executive State secretary, from whom 
the telegraphed instructions were received: 


Women Enter Bombay Elections. 


NDIA is no longer marking time in the feminist movement. Indian 
women are everywhere demayding and gaining new rights. In Bom- 


bay four women, Mrs. Hodgkinson, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Miss Lotewalla 


and Mrs. A. Gokhale, entered the municipal elections and all were elected. 


Equal Rights 


Women In Industry. 
N the past ten years, according to thq figures of the United States 
Census Bureau, the number of women gainfully employed in the 
United States has increased from 8,549,511 to 9,024,300. Women are now 
engaged in all but 33 of the 678 occupations listed by the census. A 
marked decrease is shown in the number of women who are doing house- 


work and an increase among those holding — that call for more 
initiative and training. 


Women Of The United Provinces Enfranchised. 


HE United Provinces of India, having a population of 47,000,000 

people, has given its qualified women equal political rights with men 
for the Legislative Council, District Municipalities and Local Boards. 
Thig result is probably due to the large amount of religious life that is 
connected with that province, especially in Benares, in which women have 
entire freedom, though in their rower social life the purdah rules 
supreme. 


Indian Bench Welcomes Women. 


OR the first time in India the Magisterial Bench became open to 
women, when Mrs. H. E. Cousins, B. Mus., took her seat on the 
Bench at Saidapet Honorary Magistrates’ Court, Madras, A full bench 
of five magistrates was present on this historic occasion presided over by 
Dewan Badahur V. Raghavacharlu. Visitors from England, Scotland, 


Ireland, America, Australia and Africa indicated by their presence the 


international interest in the occasion. 


HE New York annual conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
voted 35 to 31 on April 9 against ordaining women as ministers in 
that denomination. A number of delegates refrained from voting. 


yee Astor’s bill to limit the sale of intoxicants to persons of 18 years 
and upwards has already produced thirty-nine amendments! The 


amendment which will most seriously injure the bill provides that the 


licensee is not to be held responsible unless it can be proved that he knew 
that a young person served was under the proposed age. Enforcement 
officials in Great Britian will need to be mind readers, 


ME. MADELEINE DERIES has recently been given the title 

of Doctor of History by the Sorbonne, Paris. This is the first 
time this honor has been bestowed on a woman and indicates the progress 
that French women are making in their struggle for recognition. The 
degree was granted with “honorable mention.” 


N July English women will be allowed to take the income tax depart- 
ment’s examination for posts as assistant inspectors of taxes. This 


_ will be the first civil service examination at which men and women have 


sat together on absolutely equal terms. 


HE Delhi Legislative Assembly (India) has passed unanimously a 
motion giving’ women the right to enter and practice in the legal pro- 
fession. 


= 
Methodists Bar Women Ministers 
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paign for the removal of all the existing discriminations against women, 
begins her itinerary in Baltimore on Tuesday, May Ist, where the Just 
Government League of Maryland will hold its thirteenth annual con- 

Mrs. Belmont will be accompanied by Miss Bessie Beatty, a very well 
known writer and newspaper woman, and Miss Anna McCue of Bic 
delphia. 

The convention will formally open at 10 A. M. on Tuesday at State 
- headquarters, 817 North Charles street, with Mrs. Donald R. Hooker, who 
is a member of the Advisory Council, presiding. A subscription luncheon 
at the Hotel Emerson will follow at 1 o’clock, when Mrs. Belmont, Miss 
Beatty, Miss McCue and several well-known local women will speak. In 
the afternoon a round table on Equal Rights will be held at the head- 
quarters, and in the evening at 8 o’clock a large mass-meeting will be held 
at the Maryland Casualty Building. As a curtain raiser, the Vagabond 
Players will present a one-act feminist play by Sir James Barrie, entitled 
“The Twelve-Pound Look,” following which Mrs. Belmont, Miss Beatty 
and Miss McCue will speak. Tickets for the luncheon and for the mass- 
meeting are on sale at $1.00 each at the headquarters. 

Before suffrage became a national issue in the United States Mrs. 
Belmont was an active worker for suffrage in England with her daughter, 
the Duchess of Marlborough. 

Mrs. Belmont is said to have been the first suffragist in America to 


wage a campaign against office seekers on the issue of woman suffrage and 
defeated the first candidate for the New York Assembly who faced a 


campaign on this ground. She was, for several years, one of the leaders of. 
the National American Woman Suffrage Association and was president 


of the Political Equality Association. 
During the national fight for suffrage Mrs. Belmont gave hundreds 


MRS. BELMONT’S TOUR TO BEGIN IN MARYLAND 


RS. OLIVER H. P. BELMONT, President of the National 
Woman’s Party, who will tour the East in behalf of the cam- 


of thousands of dollars, as well as- much of her time and energy, to the 
cause. 

The “Old Capitol,” headquarters of the National Woman’ s Party at 
Washington, was the gift of Mrs. Belmont, costing approximately 
$150,000, 

Mrs. Belmont is also interested in the Woman’s Trade Union move- 
ment and rendered assistance to the girl shirtwaist workers on strike in 
New York several years ago. She also founded and maintained at her 
own expense for several years a hospital on Long Island for the benefit 
of the people of her neighborhood. 

One of Mrs, Belmont’s chief interests is architecture. She is the only 
woman member of the American Institute of Architecture. Her home, 
Marble House, at Newport, is famous the world over for its architectural 
beauty, as are her other homes on Fifth avenue, New York, and at Port 
Washington, Long Island. 

Mrs. Belmont was born in Mobile, Ala. Her grandfather was Gov- 
ernor Shelby of Kentucky. She was educated as a child in France and 
still spends several months of each year in her villa in Southern France. 

Miss Beatty is one of the very few women who has been editor of 
a great magazine. She was the editor of McCall’s for sometime, and 
has spent the past few years in Europe studying conditions in Russia, 
Turkey and nearly all European countries, During the past few months 
she has been lecturing before women’s clubs all over the United States 
upon her European impressions. Her subject will be “The General World 
Aspect of the Woman Movement.” 

Miss McCue will speak on “The Labor Aspect of the Wostes Move- 
ment.” Formerly a mill worker in Kensington, Pa., Miss McCue is well 
equipped to speak for women from the labor point of view. She is now 
engaged in office work, but continues her keen interest in the labor move- 
ment. 

Prominent Baltimore women will act as patronesses for Ge mass- 
meeting which promises to be a large one. 


DISCRIMINATIONS AGAINST WOMEN 


By Mary Winsor. 


OMEN must be vigilant all along the line. Our constant effort 
is necessary, not only to achieve equality in every field, but even 
to hold fast what we have already won. 


In England, following the granting of the franchise, the Sex Dis- 
qualifications Act was passed in partial fulfillment of the Government’s 
election pledge, “to remove all existing inequalities in the law between 
men and women.” 
branches, to women; it enabled women to sit on juries and to act as mag- 
istrates, and it made it clear to the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
that they were free to open their membership, degrees and all other privi- 
leges to women, Oxford availed itself of these powers without delay, 
the great law schools admitted women, by August, 1922. Already over 
one thousand women have been appointed as magistrates. But various 
local bodies and departments of the Government seem to feel themselves 
at liberty to ignore the act. Although set forth therein that a woman may 
not be disqualified by marriage for- holding any public office, it has been 
increasingly difficult for any married woman to hold public office. In 
1921 it was announced that women legally separated from their husbands 
were ineligible to sit for the civil service examinations. Dr. Miall Smith, 


one of the medical officers of the Metropolitan Borough Council of St. 


Paneras, and three women doctors in similar posts under the Glasgow 
Corporation, school cleaners and charwomen have been dismissed by the 
same authorities for the same reason, namely that they were married 
women whose husbands were able to support them. This means that every 
married woman employed would be obliged to submit to an inquiry into 
her husband’s state of health, his wages or salary and usually into the 
relation between husband and wife as well. It would compel a woman 
to disclose her private affairs to her employers, and sometimes would cause 


her great pain and difficulty because she would have té report, e. g., that_. 


This act opened the legal profession, in both its 


her husband was not living with her or supporting her properly to per- 
sons with whom she would not like to discuss such personal matters. 

In spite of these considerations, the Education Committee of the 
London County Council decided (February, 1923) that all women ap- 
pointed hereafter in the service of the Council * * * shall be re- 
quired to resign their appointments on marriage, except those whose 
husbands are totally or permanently incapacitated from supporting them 
or who have been deserted by them. 


These regulations seem to put a premium on husbands who are of 
feeble health or of a roving disposition. 


The Nation (New York) has the following amusing poem, which they 
have kindly permitted Equal Rights to publish: 


_ I fell in love with William, 
To William I belong, 
But O, how can I wed him? 
William is well and strong. 


He hasn't diabetes, 
Dropsy, nor heart disease. 
He doest’n shake with palsy, 
He doesn’t cough nor wheeze. 


He has a slight coryza 
When winter winds are fell, 
But still, without a thought of me, 
He carelessly gets well. 


O William, if you love me— 
And yet will not be sick- 
Wed me, my cruel William 
And then desert me quick, 
—From the Nation, January 24, 1923. 
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DEDICATION 


‘To the women of every land and nation, to their children who 


constitute all humanity, to the brave dead who opened the heavy door 
of the house of bondage, and to the valiant spirits who will lead com- 
ing generations out into the sunshine, these pages are dedicated. 
May every woman who is not too idle to have a thought, or too 
vain to have a soul, or too rich in gold to have a heart, join in the 
great struggle for women’s freedom. 
Purity, Liberty, Justice—these we must work for! 


THE WEAKER SEX 


N the celebrated! case of Muller vs. Oregon, when the ten-hour law 

for women was upheld, Supreme Court was greatly influenced by 

the alleged physical inferiority of women and especially their inability to 
remain long on their feet. 


Among other authorities cited, we find an elaborate statement by 
Dr. Ely Van Der Warker in the report of the Maine Bureau of Industry 
and Labor Statistics (1875), to the effect that “woman is badly con- 
structed for the purpose of standing eight or ten hours upon her feet,” 
because of the shortness and curve of the legs, and the formation of the 
knee joints and other physical peculiarities. 


Mr. Justice Brewer in the opinion of the Court says that woman’s 


physical structure places her at a disadvantage in the struggle for existence, 


and “by abundant testimony of the medical fraternity, continuance for a 
long time on her feet at work, repeating this from day to day, ends to 


injurious effects upon the body. * * * History discloses the fact that 
woman has always been dependent upon man who established his control 
at the outset by superior physical strengthh * * * As minors, though 
not to the same extent, she has been looked upon in the courts as needing 
especial care.” 


_ Dancing has recently developed into a “continuous industry,” the mov- 
ing stars of which are women. 

On April 10th, in New York, Miss Alma Cummings danced for fifty 
hours and wore but seven male partners. In Houston, Texas, on April 
14th, Mr. V. V. Vestal and Miss Goldie Hughes broke the world’s record 
for continuous dancing by a couple. Immediately afterwards, Vestal, who 
was at the end of his vitality, collapsade and was rushed to a Turkish bath. 
Miss Hughes, with a fresh partner substituted, went on with the dance. 


In Baltimore, on April 15th, Miss Amynda Walter danced her 
partner, Adam Fred Conrad, into a state of temporary aberration in 
the forty-second hour of the marathon. Shortly before 3 o'clock 
Conrad left the floor and climbing the ladder to the stage where the orches- 
tra was seated, perched himself at the top and declined tq come down. 
He was carried to the men’s dressing room and placed under the care of 
Dr. H. K. Gorsuch, suffering from exhaustion. Dr. Gorsuch ordered 
Conrad to University Hospital, and later he went home. 


On With the Dance, Let Joy Be Unconfined. 


In Eastport Chester, Connecticut, on April 17th, Miss Vera Shephard 
broke all records when she finished sixty-nine hours of fox-trotting. 
Theodore Gill, who remained on the floor sixty-one hours with Vera, 
paid forty pounds of his flesh for the privilege. He was finally forced 
out by sheer exhaustion. Like the nursery ballad, ir} which the parties 
“danced out of England into France, out of France into Spain,” Miss 
Shephard danced over three States in a moving van, hotly pursued by the 
police. 


On Friday, April 20th, in Cleveland, Miss June Curry kept up 
the merry whirl for ninety hours and ten minutes, beating by one hour 
and fifty-two minutes the record of Arthur Howard Klein. Physicians 
who examined her when she left the floor said she probably would suffer 
no ill effects. 


The world do move,” and the female sex with it. Men and the _ 


Supreme Court will have to hurry to keep up with them. 


We do not base our claim to equality of labor legislation on the feats 
of a few female dancing dervishes. But we submit that working women 
or any other kind of women are not in need of special laws that prac- 
tically class the whole sex with invalids. 


M. W. 


MESSAGE FROM MARY GARDEN 
Chairman of the Musicians’ Council of the Woman Party. 


of lent They are trying to show 
the poor blind female, on this side of the Atlantic, that there is liberty 
in this life for them, when they will know how to demand and com- 
mand it. The women of America are magnificent and fearless—and 
demand to be heard—and are heard. 


They stand for their rights—and get their rights. After all, we bring 
men into the world, and we cannot very well let our work end there. 
So we'take the privilege of telling them all through their existence what 
we expect them to do for themselves and for us. 
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THE WOMAN WITH GIFTS TO BRING 


By Evira Houcuton Hooker, Member of the Advisory Council of the National Woman’s Party. 


HEN I was a child I lived in the country some twelve miles out- 
side of Buffalo, N. Y., and it being before the days of motor cars 
we utilized the railroad trains as a means of transit in and out of town. 
This brought us with comparative frequency to the little railroad station 
about a mile from our home, and one of the greatest delights of my sisters 
and myself was to place a penny with a pin across it on the track, and 
then to witness the result after the train had roared and rumbled by. By 
experience we learned not to pick up the penny too quickly after the train 
had passed, for sometimes it was so hot that it burned our fingers. This 
was my first demonstration that progress causes friction and friction heat, 
but since then I have seen this principle exemplified in a variety of ways. 

An extraordinarily vivid demonstration of this fact appeared in the 
suffrage campaign when the Congressional Union, the forerunner of the 
National Woman’s Party, was organized in 1913. Before this time the 
‘work for the Federal Suffrage Amendment had been desultory and aca- 
demic. No one, except Susan B. Anthony and the little group of pioneers 
had actually believed that nation-wide suffrage could be secured for the 
women of the United States by an amendment to the Federal Constitu- 
tion. Among the moderns in America, only to Alice Paul, the inspired 
leader of the feminist movement, was the vision vouchsafed, and when 
she put her hand to the task of bringing this vision to reality, the friction 
produced was beyond all bounds. Suffragists and anti-suffragists alike 
joined together to denounce the Congressional Union, and the more rapidly 
progress was achieved the more heated became the controversy. Precisely 
because the methods of the Congressional Union contanee within them the 
seeds of victory were they so hotly opposed. 

Similarily today we see the National Woman’s Party attacked and villi- 
fied even by those who think they believe in the freedom of women. 
Wherever the Woman’s Party takes its stand infinite numbers of enemies 
appear, and the temperature achieves equatorial degrees. To the seasoned 
campaginer this is an auspicious sign, for it indicates that the National 
Woman’s Party is an organ of progress for feminism. 


N analyzing the significance of the National Woman’s Party, it is of 

prime importance to consider its objectives in relation to the essential 
and enduring traits that distinguish women from men. The demand of 
the National Woman’s Party for complete liberty for women as a sex, 
the world over, may be assumed to have within it the germs of defeat or 
victory precisely in, proportion as feminism is a force making for racial 
progress, or the opposite. If the freedom of women is necessary to the 
complete development of the race, it may be assumed that the demands of 
the National Woman’s Party will sooner or later be met, for evolution is 
as potent a principle in the sociological as in the biological world. On the 
other hand, if as the enemies of the National Woman’s Party contend, the 
demands of the Party are contrary to the best interest of society and more 
especially of the home, failure, not success, will be inevitable. In the 
long drama that has already been played by humanity upon this little 
planet, a very definite relationship has been found to exist in the biological 
and, also, in the sociological world, between function and development. As 
the eye, the ear, the olfactory areas and the taste buds have emerged from 
the general tactile sense m response to a deep functional urge, so democ- 
racy, the abolition of slavery and the enfranchisement of women have 
quite clearly come to pass, not as a matter of chance, but as part of a great 
underlying plan. Each step toward freedom that has been taken by the 
human race in the past has signified progression toward the goal of com- 
plete racial development. It would indeed be possible to predict the out- 
come of any social movement were it possible to tell in advance what its 
fruits to humanity would be. Evolution itself acts as the arbitrator, for 
while life may try all things, it holds fast only that which is good. 

What then, are the gifts that woman may bring to the race as the vin- 
dication of her freedom? Are there, in short, any gifts that will be with- 
held from humanity until feminism is victorious? 

The clearest answer to this question is to be found in an analysis of 
the fundamental psychological difference between men and women both 
as they exist today and in their eventual potentialities. In all the natural 
world there is one outstanding difference between the male and the female 


Equality. 


destined to reach far beyond the confines of the law and to persist as long 
as life does. This centers in the fact of motherhood. The obvious cir- 
cumstance that women are mothers and men are not, establishes a line of 
demarcation between the sexes so profound as to be impassable. In ages 
gone motherhood has been the chain that has bound woman to her sub- 
ordination. A golden chain, perhaps, but none the less secure, preventing 
her from ranging far afield and binding her to hearth and home and hus- 
band, through need of physical protection and the means to a livelihood. 
Sensing by instinct, and not through shallow reason, her principal duty 
to the race as the life giver she was content to brood with clipped wings 
over her little flock, knowing that so she could best serve the Great 
Experimenter. Only with the organization of the work of the home to a 
point where the sacrifice of her potential abilities is no longer necessary 
has she begun to let her interests reach out into the wider spheres hereto- 
fore pre-empted by her brother. Machinery, the factory system and the 
growth of the science of preventive medicine, until death no longer treads 
so swiftly on the feet of life, may be said to be the basis of the feminist 
movement. Until these advances were made women were necessarily 
offered up as racial sacrifices. Now the wheel of fortune has taken an- 
other turn, and a vast amount of vital energy is available for racial use 
through the liberation of women from domestic drudgery and continual 


child bearing. 


OMAN, the life giver, might now, if she were really free, turn 
her efforts to the improvement and protection of the racial life — 
and achieve the development of its utmost potentialities. Realizing the 
value of life, since alone of her is its cost demanded, she might institute a 
new order of civilization based upon peace, temperance, co-operation and 
morality. She might even extirpate the cancer of the social evil, and make 
the bitter price of virtue paid by the scarlet woman in the past, worth 
while. The values placed upon sex by women and by men are wholly 
different, and are part of the essential order of nature. To men sex is 
largely a matter of mating, to women sex is pre-eminently a matter of life. 

It is this fact that is the vitalizing principle in the feminist movement. 
Women demand liberty blindly and unconsciously, as flowers turn to the 
sunshine, because the time has at last come when they may give their 
great gift of life to the world, pure and uncontaminated. They can solve 
and conquer the problem of the social evil, they can eliminate vénereal 
disease, they can establish a single standard of morality and place sex 
beyond the reach of prostitution; they can make of marriage a veritable 
sacrament and raise the creation of children to the loftiest of human obli- 
gations, but they can never accomplish these things while the lash of 
economic dependence is still available in the hands of men to drive them 
back to submission. Love must be released from economic bondage before 
women will be free to fulfill their highest racial function. 

The great mass of men, sensing in the feminist movement its true goal 
of sex equality, turn from it with native repugnance, for they know by 
instinct that when women are economically free it will be no longer pos- 
sible for them to satisfy their sensuous natures at the expense of the racial 
welfare. Woman being the greatest of all sources of pleasure to man, 
it is but natural that he should hesitate to let her escape his grasp. Yet 
time will tell that men as well as women will rejoice in the great gift that 
woman brings, for he as well as she will share in a glorified humanity. 

In the detailed work for Equal Rights the significance of ‘the movement 
is rarely caught sight of, but the heat of the opposition is a sufficient gauge 
of its world-wide importance. 


HE National Woman’s Party has embarked upon a quest never be- 

fore attempted in the whole history of the world, and only to be won 
at unthinkable cost of obloquy and suffering. It is the quest of the New 
Race, the building of a nobler humanity, the reorganization of the sex life 
of mankind upon the intrinsic principles of Justice, Liberty and True 
No parasitic woman will share in this enterprise, no man who 
places his own pleasures before the racial welfare will give it his sanction, 
but the rest of mankind, men as well as women, will join together to bring 
the cause to victory, for it is part of the essential order of evolution. 
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FROM THE FIELD 


RS. SARA M. ALGEO, Chairman of the Rhode Island Branch of 
the Woman’s Party, writes: 


“Owing to the filibuster in our Senate which has up to date resulted 
in confusion confounded, we have not had a great deal of time to organize 
the Woman’s Party. However, we have established Headquarters at the 
Crown Hotel. We have a beautiful sign with a picture of the National 
Headquarters at Washington in the lobby ; also the Declaration of Princi- 
ples framed and placed beneath the sign so that whoever passes by may 
read them to their heart’s content. As we have the use of the public 
stenographer and ample room for meetings, it is a very satisfactory ar- 
rangement. Every Tuesday night the Woman's Party Study Club will 
meet under my direcion and every Friday afternoon in May afternoon 
teas will be held under the direction of Mrs. Fred. S. Fenner, our State 
Legislative Chairman.” | 


In Illinois. 


HE campaign for the passage of the Equal Rights Bill in Illinois 

continues, under the able leadership of Mrs. Susan Lawrence Gehr- 
mann, of Springfield, Legislative Chairman of the Illinois branch of the 
Woman’s Party. 

The bill which was presented in the Senate by Senator John Dailey, 
Republican, of Peoria, and Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, was 
recently introduced in the House by Representative Francis E. William- 
son, Democrat, of Urbana. Mr. Williamson is a member of the Judiciary 
Committee in the House and was a champion of suffrage for women. 

Other measures of particular interest to women which are being sup- 
ported by the Woman’s Party are the bill introduced by Senator, William 
S. Jewell of Lewistown relating to the competency of husband and wife as 
witnesses and placing them on an equal footing in this respect; and the 
bills introduced by Senator John Hamilton of Mattoon providing for the 
eligibility of women as well as men for jury service. 

The Illinois Branch, with assistance from National Headquarters, has 
been active in the preparation and dissemination of literature suited to the 
needs of the State which is doing much to help to convert public opinion 
in support of Equal Rights for women. Also much is being done under 
the direction of Dr. Dora Hendrickson, Membership Chairman for the 
State, to build up the membership of the Illinois branch. | 


Mrs. Gehrmann writes to National Headquarters of the progress of 


the legislative campaign: 


“We move slowly here but, let us hope, surely. We have a recess ev 
other week for some election in the State. y are away now until 
next Wednesday. Senator, Daily told me they would take up our bill 
next Wednesday and get it out of Committee. 

“Am trying to have four other bills introduced this week. 

“T sent in a list of the Chicago men on the Judiciary Committee of the 
House and Senate, to whom I had not already talked, to the Chicago 
women, so that they could see these men. 

“The eight-hour bill for women only was heard and twelve amend- 
ments offered. They finally offered to change it to a nine-hour bill, 
— nurses, teelphone and telegraph girls, but it was all voted 

wn.” 


Organizing In Ohio. 


ROM Ohio where four bills sponsored by the National Woman’s 
Party were recently passed, the Ohio State Journal of April 14th 
gives this news: | 


“Legal discriminations against women which have been removed in 
Ohio and other States and those which are not yet eliminated, will be ex- 
plained by Mrs. Valentine Winters of Dayton, state legislative chairman 
for the National Woman’s Party, at this afternoon’s meeting of the local 
branch of the organization at 2.30 at the Maramor. 


“Mrs. James M. Rector will discuss general aspects of the program, 
and Dr. Gillette Hayden will outline organization plans. 

“ ‘Three-quarters of a century ago,’ says Dr. Hayden, ‘led by Lueretia 
Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, women began the 
‘Equal Rights’ movement in the United States. pane, Snes of the 
first Equal Rights convention held in this country—the Seneca Falls con- 
vention of 1848—were equal rights in the franchise, in education, industry, 
professions, political office, marriage, personal freedom, control of prop- 
erty, guardianship of children, making contracts, the church and in leader- 
ship of all moral and public movements.’ 

“In 1923, speaking nationally,’ she concludes, ‘all of these rights still 
remain to be won except the right to the franchise. The National Woman’s 
Party is carrying forward today the fight for the complete freedom of 
women undertaken in 1848. Victorious conclusion of this struggle will 
come just as soon as women insist upon their liberty.’ 

“All women interested in the movement are invited to this afternoon’s 
meeting, which will be followed by tea. Assisting Mrs. E. B. Hawes, 
local president, as hostesses, will be Mrs. Frank Kirven, Mrs. Elsa Butler 
Hasbrook, Mrs. Thaddeus H. Brown and Mrs. James M. Rector.” 


Tennessee Bills. 


HE Memphis Banner of March 22 reports the Woman’s Party bills 
as follows: 


_ “A large number of bills introduced by Senators Moffitt and Hill pro-_ 
vide for the regulation of women in the affairs of the family and courts of 
the State. More than thirty new bills were introduced during the session. 
These include: 

“Senate Bill No. 791 by Mr. Moffitt—To regulate the relations be- 
tween man and wife. 

“Senate Bill No. 793 by Mr. Moffitt—To provide that a husband shall 
have the same dower rights that a wife has. 

“Senate Bill No. 795, by Mr. Moffitt—To provide that a wife may 
sue her husband and vice versa. 

“Senate Bill No. 796, by Mr. Moffitt—To provide that a domicile of 
a married woman shall be determined as if she were feme sole. 

“Senate Bill No. 797, by Mr. Moffitt—To repress prostitution, etc. 

“Senate Bill No. 798—To define the phrase ‘head of the family.’ 

“Senate Bill No. 806, by Mr. Moffitt—To provide that husband and 
wife may. contract with each other.” 


The Nashville Banner of March 22nd gives the following account of 
the Woman’s Party bills: i 

“The House of Representatives acted on a flood of bills at its session 
Wednesday night. The following new bills passed first reading: 

“House Bill No. 1049, by Messrs. Norvell and y nag request— 
» bom 7 that a surviving husband shall be entitled to dower in the lands 
wife. 

“House Bill No. 1050, by Messrs. Norvell and Adams, by request~To 


provide that a surviving husband shall be entitled to dower in the lands 
of his wife. 


“House Bill No. 1051, by Messrs. Norvell and Adams, by request—To 


provide that a wife shall have such rights in consortium of her husband 
as husbands may have, etc. 


“House Bill No. 1052, to define phrase ‘head of the family.’ 


“House Bill No. 1053, by Messrs. Norvell and Adams—To provide 
that husband and wife may a each other. . 


“House Bill No. 1054, by Messrs. Norvell and Adams—To provide 
that every male and female who is a freeholder and 21 years of age is 
legally qualified to act as grand or petit juror. 

‘House Bill No. 1055—To provide that the labor of a married woman 
shall be her property. 


“House Bill No. 1056, by Messrs. Norvell and Adams, by request—An 
act that the domicile of a married woman shall be Pathe doy as if she 
were a feme sole.” 


Michigan Defeats Equal Rights Bill. 


To Equal Rights Bill was defeated in the Michigan Senate by a vote 
of 9 to 21. The Senators voting for the bill were Bahorski, Condon, 
Connelly, Hayes, Hunter, Pearson, Wilcox, Wood and Young. 

That the defeat of this bill was not dué to lack of effort on the part 
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of the women to secure its passage is evidenced by the following state- 
ment from the Detroit Free Press: 


“The fight for the bill engaged the time and attention of a group of 
women, members of various clubs and organization throughout the State 
sometimes to the number of ten or a dozen. ; 

“No measure that has been before the Senate this session has been 
given the close attention that the women gave their “Equal Rights bill.’ — 

“They literally camped in the Senate Chamber and lost no opportunity 
to urge the merits of their measure upon various members of the 
Senate.” 

_ Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews, National Legal Research Secretary 
of the Woman’s Party, who has been helping with the legislative campaign 
in Michigan, writes: 

“The legislative council of Michigan women, consisting of the State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, the W. C. T. U., the State Nurses’ Asso- 
ciation, the State Business and Professional Women’s Club and other 
organizations endorsed the Woman’s Party bill. 

“Practically all of the objections of members of the legislature to the 
bill were on the masculine superstition that progress tends to “break 
up the home’ or that ‘common law disabilities protect women.’ As far 
back as thirty years ago, one or two advanced States emancipated women 
from all common law disabilities and no disastrous results followed. But 
this does not convince the average Michigan legislator. Senator Penney 
declared that the bill is ‘absolutely vicious.’ Lllogically, it seems noti to 
have occurred to him that there could be anything ‘vicious’ in the freedom 
of men from these ‘disabilities.’ Senator Brower paid a compliment to 
the intelligence of the many thousands of women who endorsed the bill 
by declaring that women didn’t know what they wanted and didn’t know 
what they were asking for!’ 

“The campaign for the passage of the bill was directed by Mrs. Laura 
F. Cramer, acting chairman of the Michigan branch, and Mrs. Lucia V. 
Grimes, State legislative chairman. These splendid women have long been 
identified with women’s activities and are experienced in legislative work. 
Mrs. Grimes, it will be remembered, installed the famous card index which 
was used by Maud Younger to keep tab on congressmen during the fight 
for woman suffrage. Mrs. James Elliott of Lansing rendered able assist- 
ance with the lobbying. She could always secure a hearing with either 
friend or foe. 

“A dauntless ‘pe has been manifested by the Michigan women. To 
them the defeat of the Equal Rights Bill is regarded as only a temporary 
set back and the fight for a square deal will go on with increased: vigor. 


MRS. KENT DEVELOPS MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE 


RS. WILLIAM KENT, Chairman of the Maintenance Committee 
of the Woman’s Party, has just sent the following letter to all 
women who were members of her committee during the suffrage days: 


“You were a member of the ‘Committee of 200’ or ‘Maintenance Com- 
mittee’ of the National Woman’s Party. 


“Owing to the generosity of Mrs. Belmont, we own our beautiful 
Headquarters and need not now raise money for rent, but we must take 
heed that we still give all we can for the cause we believe in. Our interest 
and our effort will fail in other ways, if we do not, and Mrs. Belmont’s 
gift will prove a deterrent rather than a help. 


“Maintenance of Headquarters now means rendering them as efficient 
as possible. We shall undertake in this committee to pay the salaries ‘of 
a telephone operator and a stenographer. 


“Membership on this committee means undertaking to give or raise 
$25.00 for this work in 1923. As before, we welcome ‘contributing mem- 
bers’ who pay less. 
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Already plans have been made to introduce immediately two bills, one 


giving mothers equal right with fathers to the services and earnings of 
minor children and another giving the wife a right to half of the crops, 
rents and profits from land owned jointly by husband and wife and 
technically known as ‘estate by the entirety.’ 

“Mrs. Phoebe Munnecke of Detroit arranged for me to speak to the 
women florists of Detroit at their regular meeting held recently at Hotel 
Wolverine. Much interest was aroused and a number of memberships 
were secured, including one Founder. Mrs. Rose Keller, head of the 
women florists’ organization, and life member of the Woman’s Party, 
presided at the meeting. A beautiful luncheon followed the meeting.” 


Campaign Continues In New York. 


RS. CLARENCE M. SMITH, acting chairman for New York, 
reports : 

“Of the twenty-five equality bills introduced by Senator Cotillo for 
the National Woman’s Party, three have been passed by the legislature and 
have been signed by the Governor: Senate Bill No. 236, amending the 
law by making the age eighteen for both boys and girls to make a will of 
personal property; Senate Bill Int. No. 237, providing that in cases not 
otherwise provided for, real property is to descend without distinction of 
sex; Senate Bill Int. No. 238, giving to the mother equal right with the 
father to the control and custody of her child when the parents are living 
oo without divorce. Senate Bill Int. No. 230, providing that the mother 
s equally with the father in inheritance of real estate, when a child 
dies without a will and leaves no descendants, has passed the legislature 
and is now before the Governor. 

“In addition to securing the passage of these four bills, the National 
Woman’s Party appeared at the hearing before the Joint Senate and As- 
sembly Committees on Labor and Industries, and urged that the eight- 
hour bill for women only, the minimum wage bill for women and minors, 
and a bill for the creation of,a bureau of women in industry be aménded 


so that their provisions would apply to both men and women instead — 


of to women only. As long as the bills are before the legislature, we shall 
make an effort to have them so amended. 

“We have also asked for the amendment of the Shackno Bill, Senate 
Int. 755, 1663, to read ‘persons’ instead of ‘females.’ - This bill, without 
our amendment, would punish wayward female minors for certain of- 
fenses, without attempting to punish the male for the same offense.” 


“Hoping to renew our former pleasant association, still working for 
women, 


“Sincerely yours, 
“ELIzABETH T. Kent.” 


In a letter to the National Headquarters, Mrs. Kent writes: 


“I have opened a separate account for the maintenance committee and 


“ee _ $105.00 in it. I hope to be able to pay the two salaries beginning 
ay Ist.” 


Among those who have joined Mrs. Kent’s committee for 1923 are 
Margaret Whittemore, of California; Martha Souder, of Pensylvania, and 
Mrs. Sophie Meredith, of Virginia, 

All women interested in becoming members of the Maintenance Com- 


mittee should write to Mrs. William Kent, Kentfield, Marin County, Cali- 
fornia. 


2ND WOMAN’S RIGHTS CONVENTION TO BE HELD AT SENECA FALLS 


ENEWED consecration to the cause of women will mark the second 
Equal Rights Conference held at Seneca Falls, New York, on the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the first Conference called by Lucretia Mott 
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1848. The second Conference is called by 
the National Woman’s Party for July 20th and 21st of this year. 
Preparations are now under way to make this Conference one of great 
significance to women, Its purpose is to launch an Equal Rights amend- 
ment as a further step in the campaign for Equal Rights started in this 
country just seventy-five years ago. 
This week Seneca Falls was visited by representatives of the Woman's 


Party to select a suitable place to hold the Conference. It is hoped that the 
original hall used in 1848 will prove available for the present meeting. 

All members and friends of the Woman’s Party will be welcome as 
guests at the memorial meeting and at all sessions of the Conference, but 
the voting at the Conference will be confined to members of the National 
Council, state officers and members of state committees, Life Members 
and Founders of the Woman’s Party. A special drive is now being insti- 
tuted to bring the number of Founders up to orie thousand before the 20th 
of July, the last day any woman will have the privilege of joining the or- 
ganization in this capacity. 
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COMMENTS OF THE PRESS 


From the Minnesota Union Advocate of March 15, 1923. 


HE so-called Equal Rights Bill has been disposed of by this session 

of the Legislature by an indefinite postponement of action, which 
means in effect tht it will not vex the members any more this term. This 
will give them an opportunity to study the question and sense the senti- 
ments of the voters. 


It is just as well that the matter lay over for a few years and give 
everyone a chance to ascertain the full significance of the proposed change. 
There is no doubt that a number of persons and organizations had declared 
against the proposed law and were not willing to face about on such short 
notice. 

The attitude towards this measure reminds one of the-oppdsition en- 
countered against equal suffrage. A great many were horrified at the 
prospect of the degradation that would ensue if women were permitted 
to vote. There has been no noticeable change. Women on the average 


TREASURER’S REPORT—Edith Ainge, Treasurer. 
National Woman’s Party, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. 
Auditors: American Audit Company. 

Receipts of National Headquarters, Decmber 7, 1912, to April 13, 1923, 
$1,096,634.40. 

Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, April 13, 1923, 
to April 20, 1923: 


Mrs. L. Neuman, D. C................. $1.00 Mrs. U. A. Vincent, S. C............. 1,00 
Mrs. Mary D. Bradford, Del... 5.00 Mrs. A. 8. Potter, Ark................ 9.00 
Mrs. J. E. Lambie, N. Y............. 5.00 Miss Doris Stevens N. ¥........... 100/00 
Mrs. Della Schrum, D. C.......... 1.00 Mrs. Mary McCarty, D. C......... 10.00 
Mrs. Frank Bley, N. Y............... 1.00 Miss Rebecca L. Blaine, D. C. 20.00 
Mrs. John T. Bissell, N. Y......... 5.00 Miss Lavinia Dock, Pa.............. 40|00 
Mrs. Grace H. White, N. Y....... 100.00 Mrs. Edith B. Newman, Cuba. 10.00 
Miss Matilda Schaff, 111............ 10.00 Miss Frances 8. Crosby, D. C. 1.00 
Mrs. Townsend Scott, Md......... 5.00 Mrs. Prall-Bird, N. Y...:............. 15.00 
Miss Gwendolyn Scott, Md....... 5.00 Mrs. Lina Young, R. I............... 1.06 
Per Pennsylvania Branch: Miss Agnes F. Campbell, N. J. 90.00 
Miss Mary E. Guitek ............. Miss Florence Yarnell, Cal........ 1.00 
Miss Evelyn M. Shuler.......... Miss Helen L. Stévens, Mass.. 1.00 
Mrs. Daniel R. Harper.......... Mrs. Lora C. Woodbury, Mass. 1.00 
Miss Mary K. Marshall.......... Per Ohio Branch: 
Miss Leslie K. Webster.......... Dr. Gillette Hayden................ 50.00 
Mrs. Charles .Etter.................. Mrs. W. H. Mileg.................... 5.00 


Mrs. R. O. Hopkina.................. 
Mrs. Eliza D. Young.............. 
Miss Florence Francis............ 
Mrs. Emil Sweney.................. 
Miss Dorothy Strelitz............ 
Miss Rose Rosenberg.............. 
Mrs. Ann E. Rosenberg.......... 
Miss Jane Slagle...................... 
Miss Hazel 
Mrs. Mary W. McClain.......... 
Mrs. Flora Lingo.................... 
Mrs. J. W. Clemmer................ 
Mrs. Matthew L. Bigger........ 


Mrs. Joseph A. Hayes............ 
Mrs. R. L. Swallow................ 
Mrs. J. 8. MacDonald............ 
Mrs. E. R. Bingamin.............. 
Mrs. G. Willard Hiall.............. 
Mrs. H. B. Montgomery........ 
Miss Sallie S. Balke, Mass...... 
Mrs. Myrtle B. Conett, D. C..... 
Miss Katharine C. Casey, D. C. 
Mrs. Wade H. Atkinson, D. C... 
Mrs. Lillian G. Herbert, D. C. 
Miss T. O. Sullivan, D. C......... 


Mrs. T. W. Stubblefield, D. C... 
Mrs. L. A. Snead, D. C...:......... Miss Margaret Fulton............ 
Mrs. Hallie Prager, D. C......... Miss Edna Rickey.................. 
Mrs. Amy G. Cowing, D. C....... UN 


Mrs. EF. A Walsh, D. C............... 
Miss Orline Fenwick, D. C..... 


Mrs. Henrietta M. Butler... 


= 
= 


Per New York Committee: Mrs. Frank C. Martin............ .50 
Mrs. Madge Glovet.................. 5.00 Mrs. Mary Neil Claypool........ 50 
Mrs. Donald Crane.................. 5.00 Mrs. Elizabeth Jordan............ 50 
Miss Emma Dunn.................... 5.00 Mrs. F. H. Tibbitts.................. 50 
Miss Marian Bandman.......... 50 Mrs. Bessie Louise Bane...... .50 
Miss Carrie R. Carns.............. .50 50 
Mrs. Mary Young Smith........ 50 Mrs. Ida Willman.................. 50 
Mrs. W. A. Benedict.............. .50 Mrs. W. K. Matthews............ 50 
Mrs. Adah C. Lind.................. 50 Mrs. Anatasia A. Jenks........ 50 
Miss Mary .50 Mrs. Mildred V. Fisher........ 
Mrs. F. C. Poggenberg............ .50 Miss Philomine FitzPatrick.. .50 
Miss Marguerite Waite.......... 50 Mrs. Kath. E. FitzPatrick... 50 
Miss Consuelo Furman.......... 50 Mrs..E. O: Waymire................ .50 
Mrs. Marie Bollinger.............. 50 Mrs. Marcella Henry.............. 50 
Miss Stephanie Schach, Md..... 1.00 Mrs. Joseph M. Banz.............. 50 
Miss Sallie F. Clower, Va......’.. 1.00 Mrs. Eva R. Chambers.......... 50 
Mrs. Geo. McC. McClellan, D.C. 1.00 Mrs. A. W. Connot.................. 50 
Miss Flora E. Salladay, D. C... 1.00 Mrs. W. H. Fennell.................. 50 
Miss Minta Runshe, D. C......... 1.00 Miss Emily Fessell.................. 50 
Mrs. Mae N. Carney, Cal.......... 1.00 . Mrs. M. J. McCann.................. 50 
Mrs. Althea A. Smith, Cal........ 1.00 Miss Wilma K. McFarland... 50 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


Mrs, Anna Hopkina................ | 


are just about like men and have voted along the same general lines. 


The opponents of the Equal Rights Bill conceived and conjured the 
most terrifying consequences to women and society if the women were 
placed on a plane of legal equality. Most of the arguments were based 
on a fear of losing some special advantage that has grown out of the 
status of legal inferiority, and to compensate the women for the depriva- 
tion, a sop has been thrown to them. 

The history of the common law is the story of the master and serf, 
and womankind was at one time in the slave class, and some of the disabili- 
ties of that early status still cling to her. There is now absolutely no 
justification for contemplating woman as a weakling or an inferior.’ She 
has demonstrated her ability in spite of the mean and oppressive handicaps 
man has placed upon her and has earned her complete emancipation. 

There is no special reason for protection of women workers that does 
not apply with equal force to men, and the sooner society recognizes 
equality the sooner a solid basis will be reached. 


Mrs. EB. Messinger.................... 

Mrs. C. C. Simmons................ 50 

Mrs. Walter P. Stom.............. .50 

Miss Augusta C. Parrish...... .50 
Per Michigan Branch: 


Miss Grace Hackney.............. 
Mrs. Florence Van Duzer...... 
Miss Cora H. Stanford.......... 
Mrs. Mary E. Patten.............. 
Mrs. Mabel H. Kindley.......... 


Mrs. Rose F. Keller................ 125.00 Miss Nellie C. Huff.................. 
Miss Minnie C. Booth............ 70.00 Mrs. J. M. Woodson............... 
Mrs. Eva Hamilton................ 12.50 Mrs. R. B. Minot.................... 
Mrs. EB. M. Blliott.................... 5.00 Mrs. Mabel Scott.................. 
Mrs. W. K. Morley.................. 5.00 Mrs. J. A. Pollan.................... 
Mrs. Rilla Nelson.................... 5.00 Mrs. Carrie Marshall.......... 
Mrs. Harriet Henry................ 4.00 Mrs. Laura P. McGee......... 
Mrs. Albert Groh....................... 5.00 Mrs. Elizabeth H. Harper...... 
Mrs. W. 8. Gilbreath... Mrs. Lizzie 8S. Halbert.......... 
Mrs. Mary A. Alt.................... 5.00 Mrs. Viola H. Fortson.......... 
Mrs. Henry Hulst.................... 5.00 Mrs. Mabel B. Clark.............. 
Mrs. Carrie K. Herposhemer 5.00 Mrs. Fannie Bradley.............. 
Mrs. Henry Rosetchek............ 5.00 Mrs. John H. Sweatt.............. 


Miss Grace M. Davis.............. 
Mrs. N. H. Bromble................ 
Mrs. 
Mrs. W. EB. C. Niel.................. 
Mrs. Elizabeth H. Ross........ 
Mfs. Arthur Heinsch.............. 
Mrs. Chas. H. Metcalf.......... 
Mrs. Betty Moore.................... 
Miss Della Runkel.................. 
Per Illinois Branch: 
Mrs: Mary U. Colburn.......... 
Mrs. Frances T. West............ 
Miss Bertha Rudolph.............. 
Miss Harriet Watt.................. 
Miss Esther L. Branch.......... 
Mrs. 8. Ella Wood Dean...... 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Kobr........ 
Mrs. Annie W. Mahood, Pa..... 
Miss Pliz. 8. Kilgore, D. C....... 
Mrs. M. H. L. Wilmarth, D. C. 
Mrs. Julia BE. Hyde, N. Y......... 


. Oliver Willrich.............. 
. Delta C. Maire.............. 


Mrs. Heane Watts.................. 
Miss Emma Richardson........ 
.Mrs. Sarah Rusman................ 
Mrs. Robert Watt.................... 


Miss Helen Delano Robbins 
Mrs. O. M. Peterson................ 


REE 


Mrs. Ellen Ferguson Mills... 
Mrs. W. A. Hammett.............. 


Miss Etta V. Friend, N. Y....... 20.00 Mrs. M. 8. Dockumn.................. 
Dr. Jennie V. H. Baker, N. Y... 5.00 Mrs. J. 8. Callicult................ 
Miss Adelaide Stedman, N. Y. 10.00 Rent of rooms at Headquarters 101.00 
Mrs. Virginia Stedman, N. Y.. 10.00 Sale of literature..................... 5.66 
Miss Laurette McKendrie, D.C. 1.00 Dividend on stock........................ 11.25 
Per Texas Branch: 
5.00 Total receipts through April 
Mrs. John Munro..................... 50 Total receipts, December 7, 
Mrs. J. C. Hackney.................. 50 1912, to April 20, 1923....$1,097,963.37 
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WELL AS BOOKS 
You can be sure of the correctness of your 
invitations and cards if they come from 
our Stationery Department 


The Norman, Remington Co 
CHARLES AT MULBERRY ST. 
Baltimore, Md 


Day Printing Company 


LIGHT AND LOMBARD sTS. 
Entrance on Baldarston St. 
Baltimore, Md. 


PRINTERS and PUBLISHERS 


VARIETY IN FOOTWEAR 


Our stock is so large and 
so complete and the range of 
prices so great that every 
woman can be sure to find 
here just the shoes she wants 
at the price she wants to pay. 


WYMAN 
Home of Good Shoes 


i9 Lexington Street 
Baltimore, Md. 


ih 
Allen L. Hatch............. 
Frank C. Bolton.............. 
Ray Wigzgin.................... 
Lila McC. Wassell.......... 
P. C. Townsend.................. 
f Louise Pace.................... 
| Laura M. Moore............ 
Miss Stella Wilson.................. 


